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INTRODUCTORY MEMORANDUM 


Estimate of 
purchase price of 
unsold laud — 

(1) On basis of 
Poor Law 
Valuation of 
lands sold or 
agreed to be sold 
under the Irish 
Land Act, 1903. 


(2) On basis of 
acreage of 
lands sold and 
agreed to lie sold 
under the Act of 
19*3. 


(3) On basis of 
number oj 
holdings sold or 
agreed to be sold 
under the Act of 
1903. 


The accompanying Return gives, by provinces and counties, the result 
of proceeding's up to the 30th April last under the Act of 1903 and all the 
prior Land Purchase Acts, together with an approximate estimate of the 
purchase price of agricultural lands unsold at that date. The totals revised 
as far as possible to the 3 Lst October, 1908, are also given. 

The estimated purchase-money of the lands unsold has been arrived at 
as follows : — 


The total Poor Law Valuation of the lands sold and pending for sale 
under all the Land Purchase Acts up to the 30th April, 1908, amounting to 
£4,391,337 (cols. 4, 8, 12, 16) has been deducted from the total valuation 
( £10,061,667) of the agricultural holdings (Col. 24) as given in Table 68 of 
the General Census Report of 1901, and the balance (£5,670,330) is taken to 
be the valuation of the holdings unsold on the 30th April, 1908. Multiplying 
this. £5,670,330 by.-the number of years purchase ' of the Valuation of* the 
lands sold under the Act of 1903, the result represents approximately 
the purchase price of the unsold lands. Worked out for each county, the 
estimated total purchase money of the lands unsold on the 30tli April, 1908, 
is £121,959,358 (Col. 21.) In the interval between the 30th April and the 
31st October, 1908, proceedings were instituted for the sale of lands repre- 
senting a purchase-money of £1.8,027,510, so that the estimated purchase- 
money of lands unsold on the 31st October. 1908, is £103,93 L, 848. It will 

thus be seen that, adding to this sum the amount advanced up to the 31st 
October, 1908 (£25,675,54 7) and the amount agreed to but not advanced on 
that date (£53,961,001), the total amount of purchase-money under the Act 
of 1903 is estimated at £183,568;396 (Col. 9 of Summary to Return). 

Making an estimate on the basis of area (instead of Poor Law Valuation) 
the approximate purchase-money of the lands unsold on the 30th April, 
1908 is £117,481,202 1 i.e., deducting the area of the lands sold and agreed to 
, nJ 0 ?] 8, 3 ,’ 7 ’ 11 ’ ! :- 18 ) from tlie total area of the agricultural holdings 

11 • ’ , e balance represents the area unsold, and, estimating the price 

ot tins area, by counties, at the average all round rate, per acre paid in eacli 
county for lands sold under the Act of 1903, the price works out as 
1908 ,481, 203 ° n the30th Apra ’ 19 ° 8, or £103 >078,443 on the 31st October, 

No reliable estimate of the purchase-money of the lands unsold can, in 
the opinion of the Commissioners, be calculated on the basis of the number of 
holdings. In the Report of the Census of Ireland, 1901, 'the number of 
agricultural holdings is stated to be 490,301, but this' return, though 
nominally a return of ■ holdings ” is ready a return of “ landholders,” that is 
to say, if a tenant holds half a dozen farms in the same county, he is returned 
Vrflu 8 a f3??V ldm ? T f P 1 ™' COI fbined valuation. According to the 
Agmdta.1 rf Wma.'.lW. published by the Department of 

there are 599 8/2 holdings (including agricultural holdings not 
SS n g v, > ne acre), and the number of occupiers is given as 552,997. The 
total number of holdings sold and agreed to be sold under the Land Purchase 
Wa t le 31st 0ctob T’ 1908 . is 316,984, which includes holdings 
not exceeding one acre, such as village and town holdings, &o„ which 
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are not included in either of the published Statistics mentioned but in respect 
of which advances have been or may be made under the Act of 1903. In this 
connection it should be remarked that as regards many “ holdings” in Ireland, 
the expression “ holding ” includes a number of separate 4 ‘ ratings ” for Poor 
Law Valuation purposes. The “ ratings ” are often returned as " holdings.” 
On the other hand, there are lands of considerable extent in respect of which 
there is only one “ rating,” and such lands may eventually become several 
“ holdings” for the purposes of advances under the Land Purchase Acts. 

Taking, however, the number of holdings in Ireland as that returned in 
the Agricultural Statistics, 599,872, and deducting the number of holdings sold 
or agreed to be sold on the 31st October, 1908, (3l6,9S4), the number of 
holdings remaining unsold on that date appears to be 282,888. Estimating the 
price of the unsold holdings on the basis of the price of the 243,120 holdings 
sold and agreed to be sold under the Act of 1903, the price of the 2S2,888 
unsold holdings would be £92,660,694 (as compared with £103,931,848 esti- 
mated on the basis of the Poor Law Valuation and £102,078,443 estimated 
on the basis of acreage), but, in the opinion of the Commissioners, little 
reliance can be placed on the estimate based on the number of holdings. 

It will be observed that the Purchase-money of the agricultural land 
not yet brought before the Commissioners for sale under the Land Purchase 
Acts has been estimated on the assumption that it will all be sold, and 
that it will be sold, on the average, at the price for which lands had been sold 
up to the 30th April last, under the Irish Land Act, 1903. 


(Signed), 

JOHN T. BRENNAN, 

Assistant Secre ta nj. 


Estates Commissioners’ Offices, 
Dublin, 28 th November, 1908. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



4 


Retuen up to the 30th April, 1908, giving by Counties and Provinces the area, Poor Law Valuation, and purchase 
sale, under the Land Purchase Acts, 1870-1903 ; also the estimated area, Poor Law Valuation, and purchase- 


Province 

County. 

1 “" 

sold and v 
Acts 187 

L 

ested in purchasing Tenants or in the Estates Commissioners 
ongested Districts Board for re-sale to Tenants.® 

■ XL 

Lands agreed to. be sold hut not yet vest, 
comprised in Estates, for tCsMTo 
and the Congested Districts Board 



0-1896. Act 1903. 

Acts 1870-1895 

No. of 
; Holdings. 

1. 1 2. 

Poor Law 
Area. Valuation. 

3. 4. 

Purchase- 

Money. 

5. 

No. of 
Holdings. 

a 

7. 

Poor Law 
Valuation. 

8. 

Purehase- 

Money. 

No. of 
Moldings. 
10. 

Area. 

n. 

Poor Law | Purchase-! 
Valuation.' Money, j 

Armagli, . . 

Donegal, 

Fermanagh, 

Londonderry, 

Monaghan, 

Tyrone, 

Total for Ulster, 

Carlow, 

Dublin, 

Kildare, . . 
Kilkeuny, 

King's, 

Longford, 

Louth, 

Meath, . . 

Westmeath, 

Wexford, .. 

4,169 1 103,863 96,602 

2,249 t 30,219 30,490 

3,647 i 78,760 41,729 

2,481 ! 86,039 31,332 

1,682 38,275 41,540 

2,381 ; 69,0811 39,011 

5,944 184,441 88,718 

3,130 56,161 . 44,068 

4,375 j 124,598 | 05,519 

£ 

1,410,857 

699)570 

63tu«y 

008,202 

1,555,554 

707,423 

1,117,078 

1,059 

•4140 

! ’U83 

1,304 

2,914 

'^4 1*300 

2.',!lU4 

48,384 

49,147 

22007 

70,394 

38“l65 

15)261 

19,921 

43,201 

21,684 

21,611 

18,788 

37,681 

£ 

544,958 
593,963 
202,325 
448,112 
• 832,113 
468,344 
350,123 
312,359 
778,295 

Ill II 

Acres. 

14 

- j 

£ 

11 

£ 

04 

17 

' 

30,058 ) 772,130 1 479,909 

7,790,171 

17,047 

367,442 

255,401 

1,590,592 

23 

936 

323 

5,288 


276 

250 

> 872 

1,659 
688 

: “’352 

1 769 

1,342 

i “'30.1 

15,021 

11.625 
46,908 
84,484 

36.625 
69,123 

8,970 

39,170 

56,682 

42,926 

132,052 

35,936 

10,383 

12,012 

31,033 

51,561 

19,851 

39,800 

7,317 

30,491 

32,571 

28,600 

200,076 

273,239 

635,468 

856,368 

354,873 

647,727 

149,497 

614,445 

653,430 

542,166 

1,380,430 

428,618 

339 

1 ill 

"*858 

’745 

1,774 

698 

1,782 

1,738 

17,139 

18,593 

89,500 

S8,432 

33,785 

31.S7S 

14,150 

76,249 

30,202 

82,976 

68,354 

09,857 

12,197 

19,206 

62,907 

53,333 

17,995 

9,534 

10,621 

02,002 

17,107 

21,902 

53)440 

286,681 

532,805 

1,553,234 

1,050,829 

345,728 

308,189 

213,644 

1,373,247 

403,628 

199,928 

751,431 

1,101,857 

III 1 1 1 II 

- ^ 
230 
16 

D“ 

2,484 | 
251 • 

Total for Leinster, 13,491 

579,522 

364,520 

0,736,337 

13,994 

601,121 

370,508 

8,421,201 

10 

291 

172 

3,040 

Galway, 

Leitrim, 

Mayo, 

Roscommon, 

Sligo, 

3,960 
1 3,434 
| 3,937 
| 3,147 

136,597 

73,473 

90,8S6 

74,487 

26,185 

49,873 

29,985 

20,000 

36,130 

11,457 

958,276 

501,588 

405,122 

636,185 

205,976 

fi)ni4 

2,025 

128,810 

13,003 

202,835 

137,072 

51,632 

40,033 

4,245 

31,410 

50,165 

25,038 

1,176,932 

79,526 

894,169 

1,310,456 

490,021 

10 

2 


°7 

= S 


Total for Connaught, l 15,582 

401.62S 

132,945 

2,767,147 

17,854 

534,252 

132,391 

3,057,104 

12 

301 

41 

SU4 

Cork, 

Kerry, 

Limerick, 

Tipperary, 

Waterford, 

Total for Munst-T, 

Ulster, .. 
Leinster, 
Connaught, 
Munster, 

Totals to 30th April 
1908. 

1,741 
3,626 
2,333 
2,010 
3,402 
| 1,540 

77,045 

212.849 

110,785 

90,812 

154,666 

101,454 

28,549 

114,260 

44,969 

58,018 

91,473 

64,041 

525,508 

2,073,287 

971,016 

1,138,703 

1,617,519 

1,144,890 

950 

3,478 

2,183 

1,841 

“*792 

84,050 

181,268 

114,610 

78,901 

89,745 

31,096 

13,188 

80,007 

29,957 

55,261 

56,485 

20,253 

267,782 

1,729,676 

598,418 

1,170,321 

1,228,106 

402,209 

*4 

328 

351 

312 

760 

162 

311 

~ 54 
317 

1,672 

5,763 

sill 

! 14,652 

754,207 

401,310 

7,470,923 

11,488 

581,495 

264,241 

5,393,602 

33 

1,795 

362 

18,461 

| 30,058 

j 13,491 
| 15,582 

I 14,652 
| 73,783 

772,136 

579,522 

401.62S 

754,207 

364,520 

401,310 

7,796,171 

6,736,337 

2,707,147 

7,470,923 

17,047 

13,994 

17,854 

11,488 

867,442 

601,121 

534,252 

531,495 

255,401 

376,568 

152,391 

204,241 

4,590,592 

8,421,201 

3,057,104 

5,393,602 

23 

10 

930 

301 

1,795 

323 

172 

41 

862 

5,288 

3,046 

804 

18,461 

2,507,493 

1,398,684 

24,770,578 

60,383 

2,034,310 

1,048,601 

22,362,559 

<M 

78 

3,323 

1,398 

27,599 

_ 

To/ of* to 31tt October, 73,786 

2,507, Si 2 \ 1,398,698 

24,770,805 j 69,855 

(a) j 

2,292,645 

1,228,809 

25,675,547 

HO 

72 

3.243 

1,366 

26,974 


SUMMAEY OF TOTALS 


CLASSIFICATION. 


I. lands sold and vested in purchasing Tenants, or in the i 
Estates Commissioners or Congested Districts Board for re- ' 
sale to Tenants,® . . . . . . | 

D - to he sold but not yet vested in purchasing 

Tenants (including lands composed in Estates for the 
y. le which to the Estates Commissioners and Congested 
Uistricts Board proceedings have Been instituted), . 

UI. Lands in respect of which proceedings for sale have not 
Seen instituted under the Land Purchase Acts, (the 
cstimated purchase-money of same Being calculated on 
tnwis of purchase .price of Poor Law Valuation of lands 
sold so far under the Act of 1903), 


ACTS 1870-189G. 


Purchase-money. 


2,507,512 


been excluded 
carried 

direct t .. 

and still take place. 


ipect of which subsequent sales under the Land Purchase Acts have been carried 01 


f Totals to 3Xst October, 1908, have not yet been classified by Counties. 

(а) Includes cash payments by purebasers, amounting to £881,411. 

(б) Includes cash payments by purchasers amounting to £220,511. 


Estates Commissioners’ Offices, 
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money of («■) lands sold and (b) lands in respect of which proceedings have been instituted and are pending for 
money of lands in respect of which proceedings for sale have not been instituted under the said Acts. 


H. -continued. 

„ purchasing Tenants, including Land* 
rh&fc to the Estates Commissioners 
have he:-n instituted. 


the Land Purchase Acts. 


Poor Law Purchase- : 


PUOVIXC3 

AND 

County. 


Holdings . Valuation. Monev. 1 „- s °-. of 

(estimated l ,estilnated, (estimated); (estimated) Ho.dings. Area 


| 1,675,045 
2,037,684 
551,098 


3,911 

6,138 

19,176 


34,071 

47,407 

41,265 


386.480 
116,662 I 
276, GIG 
782,228 
351,442 
204,427 
218,749 


159,374 2,739,518 

164,141 , 3,692,262 

376,636 7,254,547 

114,478 2,472,564 

103,147 1,671,099 


,578,094 j 28,941,41 


1,008,782 

1,395,102 

600,364 

238,690 

938,947 


3,828 ; 145,201 

214^528 
266,232 
99.257 
105,017 
329,502 
275, 4S5 
257,996 


103,026 
228,505 
139,281 : 
148,484 


82,076 
111,158 
320,391 
147,378 
184,829 
156,877 ; 
110,714 1 


28,730 1,010,906 

22,358 561,230 

11,591 397,073 

14,238 483,518 

15,122 306,984 

23,145 755,531 


261,186 

230,727 

364,837 


6,987,531 Antrim. 
4,508,779 Armagh. 
4,252,517 , Cavan. 
5,626,974 . Donegal. 
10,788,494 ■ Down. 
4,345,043 ; Fermanagh. 


il, 970, 943 Total for I'ls 


I8,S30 '11,203,063 


1,881,552 43,193,034 


274,010 

324,158 

215,541 


175,804 

513,301 

219,415 

280,833 


3,842,460 
3.588,058 
11,306,858 
5,040,601 1 


C'arlow. 

Dublin. 

Kildare. 

Kilkenny. 

King's. 


Westmeath. 

Wexford. 

Wicklow. 


100,790 4,522,200 


81,722 

85,435 

104,801 


52,453 1,521,769 , 


19,619 j 496,701 


8,098.855 
1,271,307 
0,005,489 1 
3,978,654 i 


31,070 1,290,321 

13,154 327,932 

32,732 , 1,088,044 
18,900 531,605 

13,491 385,307 




56,292 2,106,3S7 828,404 ' 21,610,482 


38,040 783,942 

201,056 | 5,036,766 
05,577 ; 1,311,129 , 
127,417 I 2,713,971 | 
125,620 2,725,755 

45,587 i 909,460 1 


551,591 216,432 ! 

849,179 429,813 ; 

571,655 105,765 

304,277 195,718 


7,016,804 ' 20,505 


17,137,210 

4,993,314 

9,200,723 

12,588,400 


Clare. 

Cork. 

Kerry. 

Limerick. 

Tipperary. 


.,335,301 | 603,912 |l3, 481,023 j 54,472 | 3,040,212 | 1,382,280 ] 28,21 


19,619 494 


117,084 I 011,820 10,637,428 ; 

'33,984 | 508,836 11,203,903 j 

158,080 : S, 923,607 ■ 
603,912 113,481,023 i 


73,326 | 2,967,007 | 1,578,094 2S,941,404 

50,168 I 2,557,282 : 1,881,552 43,195,034 ! 

56,292 I 2,106,387 828,404 21,010,482 

54,472 j 3,040,212 1,382,280 : 28,211,778 j 


168,272 4,924,005 

100,790 ' 4,522,200 
109,359 j 3,029,209 
111,380 5,663,570 


Ulster. 

1 Leinster. 
j Connaught. 
Munster. 


554 .39,246,081 j 234,258 10,760,888 5,670,330 j 121,059,338 490,301 1S.7S 


(e> 


(d) 


(«) 


W 


i 10,061.607 I 203,306,17 


1 4, $21,330 , 2,-5 81,004 63,961,001 


31,84$ ' 490,301 18,739,044 10, III 


TO 3.S! O TOBEK, 1908. 


! vKSS. j * »■ » ■ ■ ■■ — > j Holdings. 


j ggjg : 


17 (A) I 143,041 


490,301 (e) ; 18,739,644 CO 


4351,100 
10,061,667 igi 


(-1 Includes a total estimated purchase-monev of £2,748,601 in respect of estates offered for sale to the Commissioners, but which they had not agreed 
to bny on the 30th April, 1908. 

(i) The estimated purchase-money of lands unsold has been calculated on basis of purchase price of Poor Law Valuation of lands sold up to 3Cth April, 190?, 
under the .let of 191)3. See Introductory Memorandum. 

(e) This is the number of agricultural holdings given in the General Census Report, 1901, (p. 353), hut is really the number of " landholders.” See 
Introductory Memorandum on pages 2 and 3 of this Statement. The number of holdings in Ireland according to the Agricultural Statistics of 190 , is d99,8, _ 
(/) The figures in tills column, have been taken from Table 65 (page 354) of the General Report of the Census of Ireland, 1901. 
to) The figures in this column, have been taken from Table 68 (page 357) of the General Report of the Census of Ireland, 1901. 

( '1 Includes cash payments by purchasers amounting to £265 610. 

ifl Includes a total estimated purchase-money of £1,894,973, in respect of Estates offeieil for sale to the Commisiioneis, but wh ch they bad not agreed to 




in the 31st October, 1908. 

I These figures have been estii 
sum of £39,246.081 in pending eo 


n the ascertained figures of lands sold under the Act of 1903 in the proportion of £22,36 ‘.559 advanced (col. 9; to the 


(Signed), 
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JOHN T. DRENNAN, 

Assistant Secretary. 



